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Welcome to St. Alban’s Episcopal Church! 
If you are new today, we are very glad you are here. There is a Welcome Desk to the right of the front doors, 
under the blue and gold banner. Look for a friendly Greeter to answer any questions or point you in the right 

direction. Please complete a newcomer form at the Welcome Desk so that we can be in touch and send you our 

newsletter. We would love to get to know you and become your spiritual home. 
 

Our Building 
 

Our worship area/sanctuary is called the nave, which 

comes from a Latin word for “ship” because the ceiling 
of a church resembles the upside-down hull of a boat, 

and the people within are on a journey together with 

Christ. 
 

The upstairs lobby area is called the narthex. Adjacent 

is the Reflection Room, which is used for meetings and 
classes. The hallway off the narthex leads to the office 

and the stairs. 
 

Upstairs restrooms are located just off the narthex. A 
gender neutral/family restroom with a changing table 

is available in the Reflection Room. 
 

You can access the lower floor by staircase or elevator. 
Once downstairs, turn left to find the nursery, Sunday 

School classrooms for children, and additional 
restrooms. Turn right to find the choir room, the youth 

room, and the parlor, which leads to the Parish Hall 
and another gender neutral/family restroom. 

 
Worship 
 

Our bulletin will guide you through the service. At 

times, the congregation will be invited to stand or 
kneel, but feel free to participate in whatever way is 

comfortable for you. Responses spoken by the 
congregation are included in the bulletin, and the full 

text of any parts not printed in the bulletin can be 
found in The Book of Common Prayer (the book with the 

cross on the cover) or the hymnal—see your bulletin 
for the page numbers. Hymnals and prayer books can 

be found beneath the chairs.  
 

If you are new to Episcopal worship, feel free to simply 
listen and let the rhythms and cadences of the service 

wash over you. With time, you will find that many of 
the words in the service become imprinted on your 

heart.

Nametags 
 

God calls us each by name, and we want to be able to 

call one another by name too. We encourage everyone 
to wear a nametag each time you come to church. If 

you need a nametag, a Greeter can help you in the 

narthex. When not in use, we have magnetic storage 
boards for nametags both upstairs in the narthex and 

downstairs in the parlor—feel free to pick the station 
closest to the entrance you tend to use most often.  

 
Children 
 

Children of all ages are always welcome in worship. 

The sounds of children in church are the sounds of a 
living, thriving church! Sitting close to the front can 

help little ones be more engaged in the service. Crayons 
and a coloring page are available just outside the nave. 

Sometimes kids (and adults!) need a little break, so feel 
free to visit the narthex or Reflection Room for more 

wiggle space if that would be helpful. 
 

If desired, our nursery (for ages 3 and under) is open 
from 10:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. It is located downstairs 

in the Sunday School area. The nursery is staffed by a 
mix of volunteers and paid attendants, often Davidson  

College students. All nursery attendants have had 
background checks and follow safe church procedures. 
 

Sunday School for ages 4 - 12th grade begins at 10:15 

a.m. downstairs. Students will return to the nave during 
the Passing of the Peace, so that families can be 

together for Communion. 
 

Refreshments & Fellowship 
 

Following the service, all are invited to the Parish Hall 

for coffee, snacks, and friendly conversation. Whether 

you’re a newcomer or a longtime member, you are 
encouraged to find someone you haven’t met before 

and say hello! 
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The Word of  God 
Thank you for worshiping with us today. In order to allow for private prayer, we ask that you refrain from loud conversation  

upon entering the nave. * The congregation is invited to stand as able when indicated by an asterisk. 
 

The Prelude: He Comes to Us As One Unknown   Robert J. Powell 
 

*The Processional Hymn: 437, Tell out my soul WOODLANDS 

 

*The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 
 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

*The Collect for Purity BCP p. 355 
 

*The Gloria: S 280 Glory to God    Robert Powell 
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*The Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be 
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away. The Lord called me before I was 
born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the 
shadow of his hand he hid me. He made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. And he said 
to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have 
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my 
God.” And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered to him; for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has 
become my strength; he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall 
prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 40:1-12   Read responsively by half verse.  
 

I waited patiently upon the LORD; * 
he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
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He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * 
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 

Happy are they who trust in the LORD! * 
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 
there is none who can be compared with you. 

Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 
but they are more than I can count. 

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
(you have given me ears to hear you); 

Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
and so I said, "Behold, I come. 

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
'I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.'" 

I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O LORD, you know. 

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

 

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church 
of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all 
those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because 
of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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*The Sequence Hymn: He comes to us as one unknown  
Stanzas 1-3 are sung before the Gospel, stanzas 4-5 are sung following the Gospel   
 

1  He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred, a pulse of being stirred. 
 

2 He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart; 
half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky 
of night within the heart, of night within the heart. 
 

3  He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean's fume and foam; 
yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home. 
 

*The Gospel John 1:29-42 
 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have 
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said 
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked 
at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
*He comes to us as one unknown, stanzas 4-5 
 

4  He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving Name, 
for every child of earth, for every child of earth. 
 

5  He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the Scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
our Saviour and our Lord, our Saviour and our Lord. 
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The Sermon Derek Ricelli 
 

*The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

*The Prayers of the People  
The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able.  
 

Deacon 

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 

Intercessor 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. We pray for peace in every place affected by war and violence. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of your salvation. Together we pray for… Are there others? Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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The Collect for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of slavery, and made them free 
at last: Grant that your Church, following the example of your prophet Martin Luther King, may resist 
oppression in the name of your love, and may secure for all your children the blessed liberty of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Confession & Absolution    BCP p. 360 
The congregation is invited to kneel as able.   
 

Deacon 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

*The Exchange of the Peace    BCP p. 360 
The people greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Greeting and Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory: The Gift of Love   Hal Hopson 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. To utilize our text-to-give option, simply text 
"ALBANS" to 73256.  

 

*The Presentation of Gifts 
 

*At the Presentation: Hymn 380, stanza 3 OLD 100TH 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP p. 361 
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*The Sursum Corda 
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Celebrant continues. 

 

*The Sanctus: S-124 Holy, holy, holy David Hurd 
 

 

 

 

 
The Celebrant continues.  The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able.   

 

Celebrant:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.    

 
The Celebrant continues. 
 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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*The Fraction Anthem: S-154 Christ our Passover David Hurd 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ministration of Communion BCP p. 365 
All are welcome to gather at the Lord's table. At the appropriate time, you may come forward to the altar rail, filling in from right to left. 

Kneeling is optional. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the clergy. Wine is available either by sipping from 
the common cup (silver chalice) or by intinction (dipping the wafer into the pottery chalice). If you are choosing the common  cup, it will be 
stationed in front of the altar rail in the center – please make your way there after consuming your wafer at the rail. If you choose to intinct, 
please remain where you are and hold your wafer visibly to indicate that is your preference. Please take utmost care to keep your fingers 
from touching the wine as you dip. You may choose to receive only the bread or the wine, as either one alone is a full Communion. Please 
tell an usher if you need Communion brought to you. In the Episcopal Church, it is customary that those receiving Communion have been 
baptized in any Christian tradition, and no one who comes to the altar in faith is turned away. If you would like to learn more about 
Baptism at St. Alban's, please be in touch with the clergy. If you are not receiving Communion, we hope you will come forward and cross 

your arms over your chest, so that we might share a blessing with you. 
 

The Communion Hymn: Precious Lord, take my hand PRECIOUS LORD 
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The Communion Hymn: 542, Christ is the world’s true Light ST. JOAN 
 

*The Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able.  
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*The Blessing 
 

*The Recessional Hymn: 529, In Christ there is no East or West MCKEE 

 

*The Dismissal BCP p. 366 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Postlude: Fanfare    Don McAfee 
 
 

Thank you to Lois Buesser, who is serving as our interim organist and choir director during our time of staff transition. 
 
 

 
Copyright Notices: Prelude and Sequence Hymn, He Comes to Us as One Unknown, Robert J. Powell, © Church Publishing, Inc.; text Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1964, 1982 Hope Publishing 
Company. Gloria (S 280), Glory to God, Robert Powell, © Church Publishing, Inc. Offertory, The Gift of Love, Hal H. Hopson, © 1972 Hope Publishing Company. Sanctus (S 124) and Fraction 
Anthem (S 154), David Hurd, © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. Communion Hymn, Precious Lord, Take My Hand, Thomas A. Dorsey, © Unichappell Music, Inc. Communion Hymn, Christ Is the 
World’s True Light, text Shirley Erena Murray, © 1993 Hope Publishing Company. All used by permission.  
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Welcome to St. Alban’s! 
Together We…Gather to Worship, Scatter to Serve, Love Like Jesus 

 

We pray that your worship with us will bring you the grace, peace, and joy of Christ. If you 
are new to our faith community, we would love to connect with you. Please fill out a purple 
sheet located on the Welcome Center table in the narthex or scan the QR code to the left 
with the camera on your smart phone which will direct you to an online newcomer form. 

 
St. Alban’s is a Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

 

The Right Reverend Samuel Sewall Rodman, III, Bishop of North Carolina 
The Right Reverend Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 

 
The Clergy and Staff 

 

The Reverend Carmen Germino, Rector 
The Reverend Kevin Lloyd, Associate Rector 

Davidson College Campus Minister 
The Reverend Leslie Nuñez Steffensen, Priest Associate 

Bob Beckham, Acting Facility Manager 
Jessica Ewell, Parish Administrator and Communications Director 

Courtney Fossett, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 
Erin Garrett, Director of Finance  

Matt Presson, Director of Children’s Choir and Stream Team 
Nadia Rahaim, Preschool Director 

 
The Vestry of St. Alban’s 

 

Denise Badgett, Sandy Beetner, Zee Berl, Connor Fulton, Gordon Garrett, Matthew Goodson,  
Sarah Hicks, James Kennedy, Mike Kingsley, Annamarie Klemm, Mike McDonnell, Dave Pylipow 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

301 Caldwell Lane, Davidson, NC 28036 
Office: 704-892-0173 | Preschool: 704-892-8955 | www.saintalbansdavidson.org 

 

      The paper in this bulletin is made with recycled post-consumer fiber and from certified sustainably managed forests.  


