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Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
Welcome to St. Alban’s! Thank you for worshiping with us today. In order to allow for private prayer, we ask that you refrain from loud 
conversation upon entering the nave. Page numbers in the bulletin refer to The Book of Common Prayer (BCP), the book with the cross 
on the cover. Hymnals and Prayer Books can be found beneath the seats. If you choose to kneel for parts of the service, please use the 
kneeler beneath your own chair. Children of all ages are always welcome in worship. Crayons and a Bible story coloring page are available 
on the table just outside the doors to the nave. If desired, our nursery is available for children age three and under, and is located downstairs. 
Sunday School for ages four-12th grade takes place from 10:15-11:00 a.m. downstairs, with the children returning upstairs to the nave at 
the Exchange of the Peace. *The congregation is invited to stand as able when indicated by an asterisk. 

 

The Word of  God 
 

The Prelude: At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing        German tune, arr. John Behnke 
 

*The Processional Hymn: 182 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  TRURO 

 

*The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 
 

 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

*The Gloria: S 278  Glory to God in the Highest William Mathias 
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*The Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ 
to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson Acts 8:26-40 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
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before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, 
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:24-30   Read responsively by half verse. 
 

My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
he rules over the nations. 

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD's for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

The Second Lesson 1 John 4:7-21 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in 
this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that 
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in 
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son 
as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
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perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers 
or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*The Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia   Sung by the choir.                   E. E. Ferguson 
 

*The Gospel John 15:1-8 
 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Rev. Valerie Davis 
 

*The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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*The Prayers of the People 
The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able.  Please read together the names on our prayer list, when prompted. 
 

Deacon 

Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave. When we were yet sinners, you redeemed and 
saved us. May we sing your eternal praises everywhere we go, saying Christ is risen. Christ is risen 
indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Intercessor 
In this Easter season, may we commit ourselves to work for the unity of the church, that Christ’s body 
may be one, for Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

We pray for our nation, and our world, and for its leaders, that your spirit of peace and renewal may 
overcome our differences, for Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Comfort all who suffer, and surround them with your grace. Together, we pray for… Are there others? 
May they know your healing love, for Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Give rest to all who have died, and help us to trust that their pain is no more, for Christ is risen. Christ is 
risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

May we have the persistent faith of Mary Magdalene and the women at the tomb. Make us your sign of 
new life in our world, for Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Celebrant 

God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and community 
from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising which 
brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
*The Exchange of the Peace BCP p. 360 
The people greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Greeting and Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory Anthem: This Joyful Eastertide    words: George R. Woodward 
Please see Hymn 192 for the text of the anthem.       music: Dutch carol, arr. Charles Wood 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. To utilize our text-to-give option, simply text 
"ALBANS" to 73256.  
 

 
*The Presentation of Gifts 
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*The Festival Doxology    LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

*The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP p. 361 
 

*The Sursum Corda 
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Celebrant continues, with the congregation responding as indicated. 
 

*The Sanctus: S 128  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                  William Mathias 
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The Celebrant continues.  The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able.   
 

Celebrant:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
People:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.    

 
The Celebrant continues. 
 

 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
*The Fraction Anthem: S 154  Christ Our Passover David Hurd 
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The Ministration of Communion BCP p. 365 
All are welcome to gather at the Lord's table. At the appropriate time, you may come forward to the altar rail, filling in from right to left. 
Kneeling is optional. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the clergy. Wine is available either by sipping from the 
common cup (silver chalice) or by intinction (dipping the wafer into the pottery chalice). If you choose to intinct, please hold your wafer visibly to 
indicate that is your preference. Please take utmost care to keep your fingers from touching the wine as you dip. You may choose to receive only 
the bread or the wine, as either one alone is a full Communion. Please tell an usher if you need Communion brought to you. In the Episcopal 
Church, it is customary that those receiving Communion have been baptized in any Christian tradition, and no one who comes to the altar in 
faith is turned away. If you would like to learn more about Baptism at St. Alban's, please be in touch with the clergy. If you are not receiving 
Communion, we hope you will come forward and cross your arms over your chest, so that we might share a blessing with you. 
 

The Communion Hymns: 339 Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness SCHMÜCKE DICH 
                                             487 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life  THE CALL 
  
*The Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Blessing 
 

*The Recessional Hymn: 296 We Know That Christ Is Raised and Dies No More ENGELBERG 
 

*The Dismissal BCP p. 366 
 

Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Postlude: Rejoice, Angelic Choirs, Rejoice!                                     C. Egenolf 
 
Copyright Notices: S 278, S 128: By permission of Oxford University Press; S 154: © 1981 G.I.A. Publications. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved; At the 
Lamb's High Feast We Sing(arr. Behnke): (c) 2002 Hope Publishing Company; Hymn 182, words: (c) 1975 Hope Publishing Company; Gospel Acclamation(Easter 
Fanfare: Alleluia) by E. E. Ferguson: (c) 1958 Harold Flammer Music; This Joyful Eastertide, words: By permission of A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd. From The Cowley 
Carol Book by G. R. Woodward and C. Wood.; Hymn 487, music: (c) 1911 by Stainer and Bell Ltd.; Hymn 296, words: Used by permission of the author, John Brownlow 
Geyer. 
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Welcome to St. Alban’s! 
 

St. Alban’s is a friendly, inclusive, and growing congregation that seeks to honor the Lord 
Jesus Christ through worship, fellowship, and outreach. We pray that your worship with 
us will bring you the grace, peace, and joy of Christ. If you are new to our faith community, 
we would love to connect with you. Please fill out a purple sheet located on the Welcome 
Center table in the narthex or scan the QR code to the left with the camera on your smart 
phone which will direct you to an online newcomer form. 

 

St. Alban’s is a Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 
 

The Right Reverend Samuel Sewall Rodman, III, Bishop of North Carolina 
The Right Reverend Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 

 

The Clergy and Staff 
 

The Reverend Carmen Germino, Rector (On sabbatical: returning June 30, 2024) 
The Reverend Kevin Lloyd, Associate Rector 

Davidson College Campus Minister 
The Reverend Leslie Nuñez Steffensen, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Valerie Davis, Deacon 
John Bailey, Organist and Choirmaster 

Jessica Ewell, Parish Administrator and Communications Director 
Courtney Fossett, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 

Erin Garrett, Director of Finance  
Matt Presson, Director of Children’s Choir and Stream Team 

Patti Rossini, Preschool Director 
 

The Vestry of St. Alban’s 
 

Connor Fulton, Matthew Goodson, Martha Hartle, Sarah Hicks, James Kennedy, Annamarie Klemm, 
Allison Kratt, Mike McDonnell, Cheryl Nealy, Dave Pylipow, Mike Sass, Joseph Torok 
 

 
 

301 Caldwell Lane, Davidson, NC 28036 
Office: 704-892-0173 | Preschool: 704-892-8955 | www.saintalbansdavidson.org 

 

       The paper in this bulletin is made with recycled post-consumer fiber and from certified sustainably managed forests.  


