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A CELEBRATION OF LIFE: THE REVEREND GARY DAVID STEBER 

January 29, 1937 – July 23, 2021 
 

The Burial of  the Dead: Rite Two 
The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised. The liturgy, 
therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." This joy, however, does not make human 
grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while 
we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 

 

The Prelude: The Lord’s My Shepherd English melody, arr. Fred Bock 
 

The Processional Anthem   
 
Celebrant: I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 

Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 
For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s possession. 
 
Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Collect for Burial 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servant Gary, and grant him an entrance into the 
land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 376 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee        HYMN TO JOY 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

The First Lesson: Romans 8:14-19,34-35,37-39 The Reverend Robert Spach 
 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God. Who is to condemn? 
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 121   Kate Fahje Steber 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come?  

My help comes from the LORD, *  
the maker of heaven and earth.  

He will not let your foot be moved *  
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.  

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *  
shall neither slumber nor sleep;  

The LORD himself watches over you; *  
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,  

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *  
nor the moon by night.  

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.  

The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *  
from this time forth for evermore.  

 

Family Remembrances   Nicholas John Foster, Rachel Sydney Steber 
 

The Gospel John 1:35-51 
 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is 
the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, 
he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 
He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about 
four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He 
first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon 
to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). The 
next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip 
said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
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Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily The Reverend Carmen Germino 
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Celebrant: In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith, and say 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Intercessor  

For our brother Gary, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am resurrection and I am Life.” Lord, you consoled 
Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Gary, and dry the tears of those who weep. Hear us, Lord. 
 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. Hear us, Lord. 
 

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. Hear us, Lord. 
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven. Hear us, Lord. 
 

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with all your saints. Hear us, Lord. 
 

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom. Hear us, Lord. 
 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. 
 

Celebrant  

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Gary, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that 
his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give us, 
we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the 
ages of ages. Amen. 
 

The Exchange of the Peace 
The people greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

The Greeting 
 

The Offertory: Prelude in F-sharp Major, Op. 28, No. 13 Frederic Chopin 
                                 William Geoffrey Foster, piano (1810-1849) 
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer C 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all  
in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring 
before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for 
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Ministration of Communion  
 

The Hymn during Communion: 335, I Am the Bread of Life I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
 

The Post Communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People  
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Commendation 
 

Celebrant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People: where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant: You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth 
shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

People: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, 
but life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant: Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Gary. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a 
sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of 
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
*The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: 287, For All the Saints Who From Their Labors Rest, Stanzas 1, 4, 7-8  SINE  NOMINE 
 
The congregation is invited to follow the procession from the nave and gather in the Memorial Garden for the Committal and interment of ashes.  
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The Postlude: Fairest Lord Jesus                    German melody, arr. David Schwoebel 
 

The Committal 
When the congregation is gathered in the garden, the clergy begins with the following anthem: 

 

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who believes in me. He who raised Jesus Christ 
from the dead will also give new life to our mortal bodies through his indwelling Spirit. My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit 
rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 

Then, while earth is cast upon the ashes, the Celebrant says these words: 
 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty God our 
brother Gary, and we commit his body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  The Lord bless him and keep 
him, the Lord make his face to shine upon him and be gracious to him, the Lord lift up his countenance upon him and give him 
peace. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord; 
People: And let light perpetual shine upon him. 
Celebrant:  May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Tolling of the Bells 
Following the tolling of the bells, all are invited to greet the family during the reception. 

 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg 
Preacher: The Rev. Carmen Germino 

Assisting Clergy: The Rev. Kevin Lloyd 
Organist: John Bailey 

Altar Guild: Jay Hammond 
Flower Guild: Melissa McClure 

Crucifer: Jay Hammond 
Ushers: Bob Beckham,  

Rhett Mabry, Jane Shoemaker 


