
 MORNING PRAYER: RITE II 
The Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

December 20, 2020 
 

The Prelude: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 15th cent. plainsong 
 Barbara Weiss, Harpsichord arr. Barbara Weiss, 2012 

 

 Antiphon: O Rex Gentium Early Medieval Latin Chant 
 

 O Rex Gentium et desideratus earum,  O King of the nations and their desire, 
lapisque angularis, qui facis utraque unum:  the cornerstone who makes both into one: 
veni, salva hominem, quem de limo formasti.  Come and save humanity, which you formed from clay.  

 

 To a Maid Engaged to Joseph  Rusty Edwards 
 

 Antiphon: O Emmanuel Early Medieval Latin Chant 
 

 O Emmanuel, rex et legifer noster,  O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 
expectation gentium et salvator earum:  the hope of the nations and their Savior: 
veni ad salvandum nos, Domine Deus noster.  Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

 

 Ave Maria  J. S. Bach / Charles Gounod 
 

 Antiphon: O Sapientia Early Medieval Latin Chant 
 

 O Sapientia,   O Wisdom, 
quae ex ore Altissimi prodisti,  which from the mouth of the Most High ushers forth, 
attingens a fine usque ad finem fortiter,  reaching mightily from one end to the other, 
suaviter disponensque omnia:  and gently putting all things in order: 
veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.  Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Opening Hymn: 56 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, stanzas 7  & 8    VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; version Hymnal 1940, alt. 
 Music: Plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890) 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
The Officiant begins the service with one or more sentences of Scripture. 
 

The Confession of Sin 
 

Officiant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Officiant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 



The Absolution 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
  for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia.  
 

Jubilate   Psalm 100 
 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near:  
People: Come let us adore him.  
 

Officiant and People 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. Know 
this: The Lord himself is God; he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For the 
Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near:  
People: Come let us adore him.  
 

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary   Magnificat    
Read in unison.  
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he has looked with favor on his 
lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy 
is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has 
scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 
Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children 
for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the 
prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do 
all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall 
say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over 
my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 
the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 
me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 11:  The Third Song of Isaiah   Surge, illuminare 
 

Officiant and People 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. For behold, darkness covers 
the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning. Your gates will always be open; by day 



or night they will never be shut. They will call you, The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Violence 
will no more be heard in your land, ruin or destruction within your borders. You will call your walls, Salvation, and all 
your portals, Praise. The sun will no more be your light by day; by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Second Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle:  Unexpected and Mysterious                                  Lindholm & Hampton 
  

Unexpected and mysterious is the gentle word of grace.  
Ever-loving and sustaining is the peace of God's embrace.  
If we falter in our courage and we doubt what we have known,  
God is faithful to console us as a mother tends her own. 
 

In a momentary meeting of eternity and time,  
Mary learned that she would carry both the mortal and divine.  
Then she learned of God's compassion, of Elizabeth's great joy,  
and she ran to greet the woman who would recognize her boy. 
 

We are called to ponder myst'ry and await the coming Christ,  
to embody God's compassion for each fragile human life.  
God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth,  
while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior's birth. 
 

 Words: Jeannette M. Lindholm (b. 1961). © 2002 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 Music: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984). © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.  
 

The Homily The Reverend Carmen Germino 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Officiant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

  



Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

Suffrages A 
 

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;              
People: And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
People: Let your people sing with joy. 
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People: For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;  

People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;  
People: Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion 
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Collects 
The Officiant prays a series of Collects.  

 

Parish Prayers and Intercessions and Thanksgivings    
Please read together the names on our list, when prompted. 
 

Together we pray for: Anne, Bill, Bill, Caroline, Christopher, Courtney, Deanna, Florence, Hilary, Jerry, Jim, Jim, Jim,  
Joe, John, Lauren, Mason, Nick, Pat, Rock, Sandy, the Seneca family. 
 

The Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Officiant  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have 
promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all
 evermore. Amen.  
 

The Closing Hymn: 66 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                STUTTGART 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

 Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)     
 Music: from Psalmodia Sacra (1715); adapt. and harmonized by William H. Havergal (1793-1870), alt. 
 

The Exchange of the Peace 
 

The Postlude: Blessed be the God of Israel          Basil Harwood, arr. Charles Callahan  


