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HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

October 31, 2021 
 

The Word of  God 
 

The Prelude:   Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                                   Goerg G. Boltze 
              O God Beyond All Praising          Gustav Holst, arr. Charles Callahan 
 

The Processional Hymn: 417 This Is the Feast of Victory for Our God  FESTIVAL CANTICLE 
 

The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Collect for Purity BCP p. 355 
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Gloria BCP p. 356; Hymnal S-280 
 

Celebrant and People 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may 
run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson Ruth 1:1-18 
 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the 
country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country 
of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took 
Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 
both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. Then she started to 
return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had 
considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-
in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each 
of you to your mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD 
grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They 
said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? 
Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old 
to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you 
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then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me 
than for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; Where 
you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. 
May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 146   Read responsively by half verse. 
 

 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! * 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
for there is no help in them. 

 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
and in that day their thoughts perish. 

 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 

 The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Lesson Hebrews 9:11-14 
 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with 
his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*The Sequence Hymn: 495 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!                IN BABILONE 
Stanza 1 is sung before the Gospel, stanza 2 is sung after. 
 

*The Gospel Mark 12:28-34 
 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he 
asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord 
is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and 
‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ 
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—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said 
to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Marcus Miller 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe 
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV BCP p. 388 
The congregation is invited to stand or kneel as able. Please read together the names on our prayer list, when prompted.  
 

Together we pray for: Adam, Alan, Anne, Caroline, Courtney, Deanna, Florence, Gray, Hilary, Jean,  Jeanie, Joe, Ken, 
Mac, Mason, Michael, Norm, Russ, Sabrina, Sandy, Susan. 
 

The Exchange of the Peace BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
 

The Greeting and Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

†The Offertory Hymn: God of the Women Who Answered Your Call              SLANE 
The tune for this hymn is the same as 'Be Thou My Vision'. 

 

God of the women who answered your call, trusting your promise, giving their all, 
women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth, give us their courage to live in your truth. 
 

God of the women long put to the test, left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed, 
quietly asking: "Who smiled at my birth?", in Jesus' dying you show us our worth. 
 

God of the women who ran from the tomb, prayed with the others in that upper room, 
then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day, may we so gladly proclaim you today. 
 

O God of Phoebe and ministers all, may we be joyful in answering your call,  
give us the strength of your Spirit so near, that we may share in your ministry here. 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. To utilize our text-to-give option, simply text "ALBANS" to 73256. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP p. 361 
 

The Sursum Corda 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  

https://www.bcponline.org/


4 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

The Sanctus  BCP p. 362; Hymnal S-125 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

The Fraction  BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

The Ministration of Communion BCP p. 365 
 

The Communion Anthem: Where Charity and Love Prevail   Latin text; tr. by J. Clifford Evers 
Please see hymn 581 for the words of the anthem. 
 

†The Communion Hymn: Circle the Table, Hands Now Extend         Keithahn & Horman 
 

 

 

 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
This prayer is meant to be prayed by those who are unable to attend in-person worship for any reason.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are offered 
this day, (and remembering particularly my own parish and those worshipping there) I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, 
for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in 
this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 

The Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Celebrant 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Recessional Hymn: 551 Rise Up, Ye Saints of God!                           FESTAL SONG 
 

The Dismissal BCP p. 366 
 

Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Postlude: Thanks to God Whose Word Was Spoken                           Peter Cutts 
 

† God of Women Who Answered Your Call Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 1998 C.W.G., from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today's Worship 
(Geneva Press 2000). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Circle the Table, Hands Now Extend Words: Mary Nelson Keithahn © 2000 Abingdon 
Press(admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: John D. Horman © J.D.H. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. 


