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HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 12, 2023 
 

The Word of  God 
 

The Prelude: Let Us Break Bread Together  African-American Spiritual, arr. Charles Callahan 
                 Go Forth For God (Hymn 347)        Erik Routley 
 

The Processional Hymn: 440 Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word  LIEBSTER JESU 
 

The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Gloria: Glory to God  BCP p. 356/Hymnal S 280 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

 God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our weakness we can do 
nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both 

in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

oses said, “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing 

his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you 
in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 
other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 119:1-8   Read responsively by half verse. 
 

Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
who walk in the law of the LORD! 

Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
and seek him with all their hearts! 

Who never do any wrong, * 
but always walk in his ways. 
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You laid down your commandments, * 
that we should fully keep them. 

Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 
that I might keep your statutes! 

Then I should not be put to shame, * 
when I regard all your commandments. 

I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 
when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

I will keep your statutes; * 
do not utterly forsake me. 

 

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

rothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed 
you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of 

the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human 
inclinations? For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? What then 
is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the 
labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sequence Hymn: 674 "Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive"    DETROIT 
Stanzas 1 & 2 are sung before the Gospel, stanzas 3 & 4 are sung after. 
 

The Gospel Matthew 5:21-37 
 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be 
liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you 

insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when 
you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly 
with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to 
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. “You 
have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut 
it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. “It was also 
said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have 
made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is 
his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 
 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Kevin Lloyd 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe 
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
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God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV BCP p. 388 
 

The Collect for the Feast Day of Absalom Jones 
Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear: that, honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom 
Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which you have given us in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Confession and Absolution BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Exchange of the Peace BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
 

The Greeting and Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory Anthem: The Peace of God        Words: Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
                                                              Music: John Rutter 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord:  
 

and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,  
be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. To utilize our text-to-give option, simply text "ALBANS" to 73256. 
 

The Presentation of Gifts 
 

The Doxology    OLD 100TH
  

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A BCP p. 361 
 

 
 

https://www.saintalbansdavidson.org/form-iv
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The Sursum Corda 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  
 

The Celebrant continues… 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy BCP p. 367/Hymnal S 125 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
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The Fraction Anthem: Christ Our Passover            BCP p. 364/Hymnal S 154 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Ministration of Communion BCP p. 365 
 

The Communion Hymn: 325 Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees  African-American Spiritual 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion    
This prayer is meant to be prayed by those who are unable to attend in-person worship for any reason.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are offered 
this day, (and remembering particularly my own parish and those worshipping there) I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, 
for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in 
this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 

The Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Celebrant 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Recessional Hymn: 347 Go Forth For God; Go to the World in Peace      LITTON 

 

The Dismissal BCP p. 366 
 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Postlude: Allegretto                                                                                    John Stainer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright Notices: S 125, S 154 © 1981 G.I.A. Publications; Let Us Break Bread Together(arr. Callahan): (c) 1991 Concordia Publishing House; Hymn 674, words: By 
permission of Oxford University Press; The Peace of God(Rutter), music: (c) 1991, 2002 Oxford University Press; Hymn 347, words: By permission of Mildred E. Peacey, 
music: (c) 1985 Hope Publishing . All rights reserved. Used by Permission.  
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About Absalom Jones 
 
Tomorrow is the Feast Day of St. Absalom Jones, first Black priest in the Episcopal Church. Absalom Jones was born enslaved 
to Abraham Wynkoop, a wealthy Anglican planter in 1746 in Delaware. He was working in the fields when Abraham recognized 
that he was an intelligent child and ordered that he be trained to work in the house. Absalom eagerly accepted instruction 
in reading. He also saved money he was given and bought books (among them a primer, a spelling book, and a bible). Abraham 
Wynkoop died in 1753, and by 1755 his younger son Benjamin had inherited the plantation. When Absalom was sixteen, 
Benjamin Wynkoop sold the plantation and Absalom’s mother, sister, and five brothers. Wynkoop brought Absalom to 
Philadelphia, where he opened a store and joined St. Peter’s Church. In Philadelphia, Benjamin Wynkoop permitted Absalom to 
attend a night school for black people operated by Quakers following the tradition established by abolitionist teacher Anthony 
Benezet. 
  
At twenty, with the permission of their masters, Absalom married Mary Thomas, who was enslaved to Sarah King, who also 
worshipped at St. Peter’s. The Rev. Jacob Duche performed the wedding at Christ Church. Absalom and his father-in-law, John 
Thomas, used their savings and sought donations and loans primarily from prominent Quakers, in order to purchase 
Mary’s freedom. Absalom and Mary worked very hard to repay the money borrowed to buy her freedom. 
  
They saved enough money to purchase property and to buy Absalom’s freedom. Although he repeatedly asked Benjamin 
Wynkoop to allow him to buy his freedom, Wynkoop refused. Absalom persisted because as long as he was enslaved, Wynkoop 
could take his property and his money. Finally, in 1784, Benjamin Wynkoop freed Absalom by granting him a 
manumission. Absalom continued to work in Wynkoop’s store as a paid employee. 
  
Absalom left St. Peter’s Church and began worshipping at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church. He met Richard Allen, 
who had been engaged to preach at St. George’s, and the two became lifelong friends. Together, in 1787, they founded the Free 
African Society, a mutual aid benevolent organization that was the first of its kind organized by and for black people. Members of 
the Society paid monthly dues for the benefit of those in need. At St. George’s, Absalom and Richard served as lay ministers for 
the black membership. The active evangelism of Jones and Allen significantly increased black membership at St. George’s. The 
black members worked hard to raise money to build an upstairs gallery intended to enlarge the church. The church leadership 
decided to segregate the black worshippers in the gallery without notifying them. During a Sunday morning service, a dispute 
arose over the seats black members had been instructed to take in the gallery. The ushers attempted to physically remove them 
by first accosting Absalom Jones. Most of the black members present indignantly walked out of St. George’s in a body. 
  
Prior to the incident at St. George’s, the Free African Society had initiated religious services. Some of these services were presided 
over by The Rev. Joseph Pilmore, an assistant at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The Society established communication with 
similar black groups in other cities. In 1792 the Society began to build the African Church of Philadelphia. The church 
membership took a denominational vote and decided to affiliate with the Episcopal Church. Richard Allen withdrew from the 
effort as he favored affiliation with the Methodist Church. Absalom Jones was asked to provide pastoral leadership, and after 
prayer and reflection, he accepted the call. 
 
The African Church was dedicated on July 17, 1794. The Rev. Dr. Samuel Magaw, rector St. Paul’s Church, preached the 
dedicatory address. Dr. Magaw was assisted at the service by The Rev. James Abercrombie, assistant minister at Christ Church. 
Soon thereafter, the congregation applied for membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania on the following conditions: 
1) that they would be received as an organized body; 2) that they would have control over their local affairs; 3) that Absalom 
Jones would be licensed as lay reader, and, if qualified, be ordained as a minister. In October 1794, it was admitted as the African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. The church was incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1796. 
Bishop William White ordained Jones as deacon in 1795 and as priest on September 21, 1802. 
  
Jones was an earnest preacher. He denounced slavery and warned the oppressors to “clean their hands of slaves.” To him, God 
was the Father, who always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.” But it was his constant visiting and mild manner 
that made him beloved by his congregation and by the community. St. Thomas Church grew to over 500 members during its first 
year. The congregants formed a day school and were active in moral uplift, self-empowerment, and anti-slavery activities. Known 
as “the Black Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones was an example of persistent faith in God and in the Church as God’s 
instrument. Jones died on February 13, 1818. 

 
 
 


